Nov 17 very likely

Oh Peter dear, no no, do not denounce Aziz Khan to ﬁturdg.or anyone; he

18 not a eharlatni he 1is very good and I am grapteful to him. You did not
_rqu,the,demengi in my last letter. You see, see, he prescribed what is called
a "sun filter", to wit: bear grease to rub on the face before going into
the sun., That was an error, but may easily be:due to the fact that I am
very pecullar about medecines and never react as expected, Anyhow, then
my face broke forth again into the sun measles. But I stopped using
thqt;'i_stqrf;;,_ and returned to my old known sun ;ifiltar; ‘and since then,
taking Aziz Khan's anti-histamine pills religiously, I would say I am

90% better. He sald he could .not cure mes If I would really stay out
of the sun, I would probably be perfect; but I will not, It 1s madness
to renounee present sure pleasure for some possible future benefits.

I have falled to live in the present for too many years; the present

1s the only time we have and that is where I am going to live,
And besldes that, he cured something he was not even asked to fret
with. Again for lnnumerable years (and in the course of them, innumerable
- doctors) I had another rash; 1t really looked like & sort of sore red
sunburn, on my back and beneath my, bosom, Everything was thought about
thls; and no one got much excited since it did not. hurt and wasn't
killing me, but I hated it, belng a perfectlonist and having as
highly developed an aesthetlc sense about the body as.about houses,
Azlz Khan sald confidently, "You are allergic to.pressure;" (You bet I

spirit) and he sald, this will disappear., And it has. Just 1ike that.

am, but 1t 18 odd that one can be allergic in ‘the.body as well as in the !
I can now wear evening dresses cut all the ‘wWay down to my bottom which 1is ™=
|

a pleasure., BSo you see, Fut your money on A, Khan. Do not defame him,

. What a lovely day 1t has been; beautiful as they all are now but




also full of lovely mail. I was so glad to get your letter as I feared
your sllence meant you were in some sort of smouldering rage about me,
for I know I am not the 1deal house guest, Now I féel relieved and also
charmed; you write spiffing letters and I fervently hope you are going
to be my pen pal.

About your house; the small round Jardin1;}e§ is not right but
will do for now and must sit in the corner, not along the wall, Have
you got the plants as.Il told you, they will make the most diffeiﬁ&e:
that and covering thehgofa in orange cloth like the curtains, The
green sofa cushlons are only to prevent your-lady gﬁesta from lying
down 1n a ribald or embarassing posture, otherwise not needed, I am
glad about the books. Though I do see that if you are never at home,
it matters less. But really, not. Houses are like climate)you know;
they give off a feel, and one feels that oneself, My house next to -
Virginia's in Chester Square was a beauty but I hated the feel of it
always; and love the feel of this one., Bee?

That Russlan Grand Duke will probably come to no good end, I have a
harsh 1dea of why: he really inwardly does feel that the world owes him
a living, which 1s pure Grand Duke. You will always be kind and loving
and helpful to him, and 1t will never be quite enough. I hope Betsey
Whitney answers my mad letter, written for him; but doubt if he would
play in the end, I&n sorry for him, not as deeply as you are of course;
but I think, toughly, that people are how they are; and nothing ever
really changes them. Failure 1s always relative and introspective;

I don't belleve, in it myself,
In the Observer, at last, I think I found out about that
,Jparliamentary leper; or maybe in Newsweek, they are all I read, It

seems he got elected on the tasty slogan: Vote Labour if you want a




|

Nigger neighbor. Which is more 1;ke nlabnla than England and I must say
I would not care to sit 1n the same ro&m with him. He alao 1ooks like a
cheesy, coiffeur's assistant whinh 15 not the beat way to look.

Whet e good father you are; 1magina playing Dads and Kiddies
cricket., I never did a single decent thing like that and aee myself now
- a8 a terrible Mum, hard and alwaya demanding of my poor fat little boy
that he make greater efforts and striva to be‘ﬁore and bettar. It 15
sad and stupid and X grieve fcr my own lack of heart and wisdom. Ybu
will do better by your sons. Pater, on na account break your neck in
Austrla; what would i ) do without you aa a pen pal? it you £ina Auatria
awful or snow-less, go to the Rhone valley, crana or thereabota.- I'va got
an old dear chum called Countess Dobrski. (pronounced Du-brov-ski, if you
are not used to the way foles omit vowels) who is Norwogian, gay, pretty

ey Sepira e —dn Sadang
and kindness itselfy she lives ay crana and §§§EE“iook aftsr you like &

mother, but even better 100k after your chlldren as aha haa a golden

thumb with the young,:and 1s the adored 1nt1mate friend of my Bandy.

I cannot abide Austria myself, never forgiving those smarmy chsrming
Austrians for being hoarty Hazis and murderers on their own, Nor do I
forget Mauthausen. I have such a bad memory that 1t 1s almoat 1mpoaaible
for me to be a writer, but remember some thinq§{fiercely and foraver. |
The Austrians bought their way back a bit by Dbeing decent to t.ha | |
fleeling Hungarlans in 1956, but would they have been 80 sood 1f people ?
were fleeing from Faacism not COmmuniam. In my book, no one 1s okay who |
does not despise all cruelty and all police state regimea and befrienﬂ
- the victims thereof, 1rreapectiva of the 1deology of the tyrant. No one
gets very exclted ahgut_&pg@gt_ghiqh‘;s;gsﬁﬁggag tyranny as any Gommunist

orie.

It's much more normal not to like beins alona than to like beins

A3

alone, Peter, If normal 1is madority. IBve been 80 lonely, when
y a4 - T Frk a DRI 4 1 s




supposedly accompanied, that it is a rest and relief not to have
confuéioﬁ. Now I“am'alonéu;né“tﬁaiiaftﬁﬁt;: I need 1£5fﬁr1ﬁerk, ag a
atart;”énd theﬁ'tobll'ddiiikéJit.v idehilj}:nﬁb ought to like both
states and be harassed by neither. ‘I am working towards that, =
Hsantime I en working. Today I drove to Kalifi to look 1t
over as 1t is the size of a town I have invented on the Tenganyika °
coast south of Pars 8 realiaed I had to make my imagined town bigger,
after séeing Kalifi I need more ahops. Bo am doubling my population,

' Have drawn a aloppy map of my town and anvirons aﬁa done drearily the

ohrono;ogy of my hero. But yasterday I'decided I was ‘going to write

',tivé pages a day (which 1s too much really), not giving a ddmn about

ﬁheiﬁér théy were good oF bad, but to get craékiﬁg and see if by

writing, I oould find the tone and form I want. I shall no doubt
chusk montha of work into’ the wastabaaket but at least I now feel more
selr reapecting because 1t 1is quite hard work even to write badly.
8o I returned from Kaiifi;”cooked'myﬁcda’iﬁman at 4 p.m. and-have
been writing for the last ‘four hours, Now it's elght thirty and I am
going to have a delicioua whiskey; 1t has been a good day, = 00%89 .

£ really love Lfrica, isn't 1t 0dd, coming s0 late and’fﬁbwthg 80
little, Driving to Kalirfl shd wartiny Pol e rexiy S0 Vil ohd33 The
Africans, I knew I b R s place for good until it became
impossible for Vil eskins 1o Tive hers, T Hist PYHE o CHeniid 1isine,
out'éﬁ Mtwape Creek, and aomehdﬁ'arrangé my finances so I can spend
ae#on months d year here; ﬁhé'rest'butéide.”phffiy'iarning money. My
finances are fascinating, I geiiﬁQO*OOO-A'ybhrzﬁifmnhylahd figured out
that whsn I am through with all my dépenﬂenta and my income tax on that
money, I will be 1nckj 1 I Hafe”‘lﬁﬂﬁ'l&fﬁ'for myself, But that is

okay; as long as my dependents are cared for, I can look after ‘myself,

Come down and 955imﬂ”(iithbﬁéh:fhe’oédkins'rémains‘ﬁ'prébiemJ after
you get back, safe and sound,'ffﬁﬁ'aki 1n5. Love, (NaJt.




